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Tribal Public 
Transportation Grants

Tribal Communities Receiving WSDOT 
2005‑2007 Public Transportation Grants

The Washington State Department of Transportation 
(WSDOT) awarded $877,382 in public transportation 
grants to tribal communities. The tribes competed 
for the state and federal funds through WSDOT’s 
2005-2007 public transportation grant program.

Tribal communities are using capital grants to help 
purchase new vehicles and equipment such as  
minibuses and vans. Operating grants are helping  
to fund public transportation services including 
driver wages, fuel costs, and maintenance expenses.
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WSDOT’s public transportation grants help provide access, mobility, and 
independence to tribal communities.

Services are both providing technical assistance in 
establishing fixed and route deviated service, maintaining 
vehicles, scheduling and dispatching, and anything else 
needed to successfully implement the service. Volunteers 
of America is using its transportation information and 
referral telephone line to educate and refer people to the 
new service. WSDOT’s 2003-2005 public transportation 
grants helped SNOTRAC develop a web site  
(www.snotrac.org), the information and referral 
phone center for transportation, and advertising 
materials promoting transportation resources.

With the help of Paratransit Services, the tribe is working 
to qualify as a Medicaid transportation provider. Currently, 
Medicaid pays for transportation of Medicaid clients to 
the clinic, but at a high cost per trip since many of the 
clients travel by taxi. Shared rides on the van would 
reduce the cost per trip to Medicaid and give tribal and 
community members better access to local social and 
health services. The tribe hopes to sustain the service 
through revenue as a Medicaid transportation provider 
and contracts with other agencies.

Community Transit, Snohomish County Human Services, 
and Senior Services of Snohomish County have also 
provided a great deal of assistance throughout this 
process and are also founding members of SNOTRAC.

Other WSDOT Public Transportation Grants 
Supporting Tribal Communities
WSDOT public transportation grants were also awarded 
to transportation providers serving tribal communities. 
Examples of 2005-2007 grant projects supporting tribal 
transportation include:

• Grays Harbor Transportation Authority received a 
$375,000 operating grant from WSDOT to operate 
fixed route bus service in the Quinault area of 
Grays Harbor. The transit system also assisted in 
the purchase and installation of three passenger bus 
shelters on the Quinault Nation Indian Reservation.

• Jefferson Transit received a $342,046 grant to 
operate intercity bus service along Highway 101 
between Forks and Amanda Park. The route serves 
both the Hoh Indian Reservation and the Quinault 
Indian Reservation.

• Thurston Regional Planning Council and TOGETHER, 
a nonprofit social service agency, received a 
$1,148,862 grant to provide service to the Nisqually 
and Chehalis Tribes and rural communities in 
Thurston County.

When can tribes apply for public 
transportation grants?
The next opportunity to apply for public transportation 
grants will be in the fall of 2006 for the 2007-2009 
grant cycle. To get on the grant announcement list, 
please contact WSDOT’s Public Transportation and 
Commute Options Office.

Without bus service to the medical clinic, people get there any way they can, 
even if it means walking or hitchhiking.

Grant recipients for 
2005-2007 include:

• Colville Confederated 
Tribes

• Cowlitz Tribe

• Makah Indian 
Tribal Council

• Squaxin Island Tribe

• Stillaquamish Tribe

• Other WSDOT Grant  
Recipients Supporting  
Tribal Transportation



Colville Confederated Tribes
WSDOT awarded $118,800 in grant 
funds to the Colville Confederated 
Tribes for their “Omak, Keller, and 
Inchelium Senior Van Project.” After 
receiving a rural mobility grant from 
WSDOT in 2003-2005 for a new 
senior van in Nespelem, the tribes applied for three new 
vehicles to use in other districts of the Colville Indian 
Reservation. Omak seniors are getting a 12-passenger 
wheelchair accessible minibus similar to the one in 
Nespelem. Keller and Inchelium seniors are getting heavy 
duty 10- to 15-passenger wheelchair accessible vans that 
will withstand the rough roads in their area.

The new vans will allow members with limited movement 
to become more active in their communities. Drivers 
will transport people to meals, cultural activities, senior 
dinners, funerals, wakes, appointments, and other 
basic services. The vans are replacing old high-mileage 
vehicles and improving the safety and reliability of 
public transportation on the reservation. Tribal members 
will now travel to activities in safe, comfortable, and 
dependable vehicles.

Cowlitz Tribe
Cowlitz Indian Tribe Department of 
Transportation is a first-time WSDOT 
public transportation grant recipient. 
They are using their grant to start 
brand new public transportation 
services in the rural areas of southern Lewis and 
northern Cowlitz Counties. To help get them started, 

WSDOT awarded the Tribe a $43,400 grant to help them 
purchase a wheelchair accessible van, a communications 
system, and a dispatch computer. WSDOT also provided 
a $198,918 grant to help fund the operation of the 
new service.

Cowlitz Tribal elders and people with mobility challenges 
call to schedule rides on this new service. The van 
picks people up and takes them where they need to 
go including senior nutrition programs at Saint Mary’s 
Center, medical services, social service programs, 
training programs, employment, and shopping. The new 
service benefits the region by filling gaps in transportation 
services and connecting riders to transportation provided 
by Lower Columbia Community Action Council (another 
WSDOT public transportation recipient). The new public 
transportation service is off to a good start and has been 
well received by the tribal community.

Makah Indian Tribal Council
Makah Indian Tribe has been a 
WSDOT public transportation grant 
recipient since 1999 when they 
first started a public transportation 
program. Makah Public Transit 
provides service on their reservation, 
which is located on the most northwestern tip of the 
Olympic Peninsula in Clallam County.

For 2005-2007, WSDOT awarded two grants to the 
Makah Tribe. A $74,538 capital grant is helping the 
tribe purchase a new bus to replace a vehicle that was 
constantly breaking down, needing frequent major 
repairs, and causing several days of lost service. The new 
wheelchair-accessible bus will improve service reliability 
and comfort for Elders and members of the community 
with disabilities. A $203,426 grant is helping the Tribe 
operate fixed route bus service six days a week and 
expand their public transportation service.

With the increasing community population and high 
unemployment rates, public transportation is a high 
priority for the Neah Bay community. Elders, youth, 
low-income families, and individuals with disabilities 
rely upon the Makah Public Transit service, which for 
some is their only means of reliable transportation. 
The transportation service is provided in harmony 
with the Makah Indian Tribe’s cultural ways of caring 
for their elders and members.

The bus service helps people get around the widespread 
geographic locations on the reservation. Destinations 
include the General Store, Post Office, Makah tribal 
business offices, senior citizens programs, Social and 
Health services, Indian Health Services, and USDA 
Commodities Program. Through connections with Clallam 
Transit, the bus service also gives tribal members living 
on the isolated reservation access to other communities 
such as Port Angeles and Forks.

Makah Public Transit also provides rides to tourists. They 
are expanding service by adding trips out to the Sooes 
and Hobuck Beach area, the location of the famous Shi 
Shi Trail Head visited by thousands of tourists each year. 
The tribe is also considering extending the daily hours 
of operation of service during the peak summer months.

Squaxin Island Tribe
WSDOT is continuing support 
for Squaxin Island tribal bus 
service in rural southeast Mason 
County. The grants help provide 
reliable transportation and access 
to opportunities that lead to successful employment, 
improved quality of life, and self-sufficiency. For 
2005-2007, WSDOT is providing a $190,300 public 
transportation grant to help fund the operation and 
expansion of the tribe’s bus services.

Squaxin Transit provides both fixed route and Dial-
a-Ride services for Squaxin Island tribal members 
and the general public. Squaxin Transit operates free 
bus service Monday through Friday on the reservation 

and surrounding area. The tribe is expanding service 
to the part of Mason County between Shelton and the 
Thurston County line to provide service to riders with 
limited mobility. The bus service allows riders to cut 
across Highway 108 and save over an hour off their 
transit trip to get to medical services at the tribal center in 
Kamilche. Squaxin Transit provides connections to Mason 
Transit and Grays Harbor Transit giving riders access to 
local and regional destinations such as Shelton, Olympia, 
and Aberdeen.

The Squaxin Island Tribe has a strong partnership 
with Mason County Transportation Authority (MTA) and 
attributes its success to coordination and support from 
the transit system. MTA is leasing a larger bus to Squaxin 
Transit, maintaining the bus, providing driver training, 
and providing assistance with planning, administration, 
and dispatching. The generous support and partnership 
of Mason Transit to operate and expand service through 
in-kind match is valued at $53,900.

Stillaguamish Tribe
WSDOT awarded the Stillaguamish 
Tribe a $48,000 grant to help 
purchase a 14-passenger wheelchair 
accessible minibus. The vehicle will 
be used for new transportation service to take tribal and 
non-tribal clients to medical appointments and other 
necessary services in northern Snohomish County.

For the last six years, the Stillaguamish Tribe has been 
working to address poor mobility issues for tribal elders 
and children. The Stillaguamish Tribe is a founding 
member of the Snohomish County Special Needs 
Transportation Coalition (SNOTRAC), a coalition focusing 
on improving transportation for seniors, people with 
disabilities, and people with low income. In the spirit 
of regional cooperation, the tribe has worked diligently 
with several transit and social service agencies to help 
improve public transportation options for people living 
in rural and underserved areas of the county.

The Stillaguamish Tribe has proven that partnerships 
work! SNOTRAC partners strongly support the tribe’s new 
van program. Community Transit Association of America 
(CTAA) and Paratransit Services are helping the tribe get 
this mini-transit system up and running and are helping 
them obtain appropriate licensing. CTAA and Paratransit 

On behalf of Colville Confederated Tribes, Joseph Pakootas accepts a 
symbolic key for a new senior van in Nespelem from Don Senn.

Squaxin Island Tribe uses WSDOT’s grants to improve public transportation in 
the community and outlying areas.


